Margrethe

(E20B.0372)

Cultivation guidelines

Variety characteristics
• Red Blocky pepper
• High total production
• High average fruit weight (approx. 200 - 220 g)
• Good fruit quality
• Long shelf life
• Labour-friendly crop
• Resistance: TM: 0-3
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Margrethe (E20B.0372)
General

Spring & Summer

Margrethe is a variety from screening trials of 2019 and 2020. This variety was also
grown in 2 dedicated compartments in 2020. In addition, there were many trials at
various growers throughout the country. The variety has been assessed as very good
from all these tests and controllable departments. In 2021, Margrethe will be the main
variety in NW Europe. In terms of labour, production, quality and size, the variety
performed excellently at the various locations and in the trials. The summer quality
in particular is very good. The fruits remain large, tight in shape and strong against
blossom end rot.

Provide sufficient stretching in the 2nd part of spring by being at day temperature before
the sun rises. Margrethe then easily retains its growth during the summer period. A very
strong point of the variety is its consistently high fruit weight during the summer, as
well as the uniformity of the compact but large fruit. Compared to Maranello, the fruit
weight in the 1st and 2nd set is slightly lower. From set 3, the fruit weight increases
somewhat compared to Maranello, and remains fairly stable throughout the growing year.
The variety has also been shown to be very strong against blosson end rot. The setting
remains regular. A diffuse coating can be an option in the summer, but not a necessity
due to sufficient growth of the variety. The variety can also perform well under diffuse
glass. Preferably top on 1 leaf during the summer period. This is to prevent the plant load
from becoming too high and the plant becoming out of balance.

Cultivation
Margrethe is not sensitive to blind (headless) plants. It is suitable for both early and late
sowing dates. We advise to transplant Margrethe in time to prevent stretching. The
variety is suitable as a 4-week plant, but also as a larger plant. It is suitable for 2, 3 and 4
stem systems.

Start of cultivation
Provide a sufficiently high mat temperature; preferably 20°C. This ensures a good and fast
rooting and growth.
For the 1st few days, increase the temperature to 21°C day and night. If a fixed screen
is present and the temperature is too high, we recommend venting slightly above the
screen. Keep a minimum pipe in this phase. If venting does not provide sufficient activity
and humidity is too high, consider removing the screen completely.
Margrethe is a relatively easy growing variety. With a 2 and 3 stem system, the 1st fruit
can be kept on the 3rd axil, on 4 stems preferably on the 4th axil. In dark weather, the
night temperature can be lowered a bit to keep the bud and flower strong. However, don’t
go below 17 degrees to avoid a too coarse flower. Preferably do not make the 1st set
larger than 1 fruit per stem. The 2nd set may be left at the third axil after the 1st set and
should preferably not be larger than 2 fruits per stem.

A strong variety like Margrethe requires an active heating/venting line. Saving extra
moisture to maintain growth is not necessary. Preferably only irrigate when the plant
is sufficiently active. Starting on light sum is preferred because Margrethe can easily
create root pressure. Lowering the EC too much during hot weather is not desirable. We
recommend that you do not go below 1.8 during very hot weather, otherwise do not go
below 2.2. Because the fruit is strong against blosson end rot, adjusting the potassium
- calcium ratio is not necessary. In hot and humid weather, an excess of calcium is more
likely to cause some calcium stip.

Autumn
Margrethe carries on setting well right to the end, resulting in an excellent production.
And perhaps the most important aspect: it retains its size and therefore also the good fruit
weight, and the fruits remain of excellent uniform quality.

The variety requires a little more water than Maranello, especially in spring. The variety is
also slightly longer and fuller than Maranello during that period.
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